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The Challenge 

Current 
competency 

Identified 
educational needs 

Things you should 
know about 

New knowldege 

KNOWN UNKNOWN 



Evidence required 
• Pharmaceutical –mechanism of drug 

 
• Socio technical –the way people use drugs 

 
• Efficacy –relative advantages 

 
• Alternatives –non pharmaceutical 

 
• Governance –including legal accountability 

 



How do non medical prescribers 
make decisions on prescribing? 

• This systematic review has identified a paucity 
of research around NMPs’ prescribing 
decision-making with only three studies       
meeting the inclusion criteria. 

 
• Evidence based guidelines key influence 

 
 

• Opposing influences included prioritisation of 
experience and concern about complications 
over evidence base, and peer conflict. 



Risky Business 
Medication errors comprised  11% of the 1.2 million incidents recorded 
via the National Learning and Reporting Service in 2011 (NRLS 2011)  
 
 
But no difference between 
professions 

 
 





How do NMP get their for evidence? 



Special interest group 
membership 



Guidelines 



Other on line resources 
Twitter     Journal contents emails 
      RSS feeds 
 
#wepharmacists       
@NursPrescribing 
 
Super connectors 
 
 
Blogs 
Facebook Groups 



Evidence bulletins 







Literature searches 
• Saved searches of key terms with Boolean operators 
   Medline, Ovid and Cinhal 
 
 
• Citation alerts – email you went an article you were interested is cited 

in another publications 
 

 



Literature searches 





Systematic reviews 



Reflection 
 

• Coaching/clinical supervision 
• Clinical audit 
• Reflective accounts 
• Patient feedback 
• Benchmarking 
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