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Supporting educators in implementing Supporting educators in implementing 
the Northern Ireland Curriculumthe Northern Ireland Curriculum

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The Global Dimension in Schools Northern Ireland is the NI EES project. Here in NI, it is specifically tailored to support teachers effectively deliver the recently revised Northern Ireland Curriculum.�



Global Dimension in Global Dimension in 
Schools Northern IrelandSchools Northern Ireland

Teacher INSET and ITE workshops on Teacher INSET and ITE workshops on 
OSDE methodology and implementing the OSDE methodology and implementing the 
NI Curriculum using global issues.NI Curriculum using global issues.

Website for Global Dimension in Schools Website for Global Dimension in Schools 
NI including resources for all learning NI including resources for all learning 
areas and key elements; NGO contacts.areas and key elements; NGO contacts.
www.globaldimensioninschools.orgwww.globaldimensioninschools.org
Research: How the Global Dimension is Research: How the Global Dimension is 
being implemented through the being implemented through the 
curriculum. curriculum. 

NI Global Dimension PolicyNI Global Dimension Policy

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
For now I would like to concentrate on Policy. A lot of the work of EES in NI is lobbying for explicit policy from the dept of ed on global dimension including global cit and esd.�

http://www.globaldimensioninschools.org/


Policy in Northern IrelandPolicy in Northern Ireland

The NI Curriculum supports The NI Curriculum supports 
the Governmentthe Government’’s policy and s policy and 
strategic framework strategic framework ‘‘A Shared A Shared 
FutureFuture’’
((http://http://www.asharedfutureni.www.asharedfutureni.
gov.uk/action_plan_final.pdfgov.uk/action_plan_final.pdf))
which attempts to redress the which attempts to redress the 
challenging realities of living challenging realities of living 
in a divided society.in a divided society.

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The Northern Ireland curriculum was revised and became statutory in Sept 07. It supports the policy ‘A Shared Future’ from Office of the First Minister and Deputy First Minister. 

I would just like to show you a few relevant quotes from that policy:�



A Shared FutureA Shared Future
‘…‘…support cultural projects which support cultural projects which 
highlight the complexity and highlight the complexity and 
overlapping nature of identities and overlapping nature of identities and 
their wider their wider global connectionsglobal connections; ; 
‘…‘…promote dialogue between, and promote dialogue between, and 
mutual understanding of, different mutual understanding of, different 
faiths and cultural backgrounds, faiths and cultural backgrounds, 
both longboth long--standing within Northern standing within Northern 
Ireland and recent arrivals to these Ireland and recent arrivals to these 
shores, guided by overarching shores, guided by overarching 
human rights normshuman rights norms’’. . 

OFMDFM (2006, p.9)OFMDFM (2006, p.9)

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Have highlighted GLOBAL CONNECTIONS that support the implementation of Global Citizenship and ESD.

The second quote mightn’t like the wording too much ‘The OTHERS are coming’ ‘to these shores’ smacks too much of veiled, polite invasion rhetoric to me; if we were to apply some critical literacy to this goodness knows where we might end up, but I think we know what they mean!�



‘…‘…develop sustained opportunities for develop sustained opportunities for 
shared and intercultural education at all shared and intercultural education at all 
levels levels –– nursery, primary, secondary and nursery, primary, secondary and 
tertiarytertiary’’; ; 
‘…‘…continue to ensure that all schools continue to ensure that all schools 
through through policiespolicies, structures and , structures and 
curriculum, prepare curriculum, prepare pupils for life in a pupils for life in a 
diverse and intercultural society and diverse and intercultural society and 
worldworld’’; ; 

OFMDFM (2006, p. 26)OFMDFM (2006, p. 26)

‘‘A Shared FutureA Shared Future’’

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
A shared future also says that the Dept of Education WILL ENSURE:

There ARE NO explicit policies to do this. That is why we are lobbying for policies from the dept of ed for a global dimension and esd policies. For the shared future policy to actually carry out what it has stated it will do, these policies are essential.

Considering that the NI Assembly has only be restored just over a year ago, we are confident that though there is lots to do, we will eventually get there. There are lots of big changes afoot; a Review of Public Administration means that the five education and library boards in NI and the curriculum authority CCEA will effectively amalgamate into one Education and Skills Authority by April 2009. With such changes occurring it has been difficult to raise the profile of GC/ESD. However after a meeting with some of the Education Committee recently, there seems to be plenty of support for these suggested policies.

The NI Curriculum is certainly a step in the right direction.�



Developing young people as:Developing young people as:
Individuals, Individuals, 
Contributors to Society and Contributors to Society and 
Contributors to the Economy and Environment.Contributors to the Economy and Environment.

under Individualsunder Individuals –– the key elements ofthe key elements of personal personal 
understanding, mutual understanding, personal health; understanding, mutual understanding, personal health; 
moral character and spiritual awareness;moral character and spiritual awareness;
under Contributors to Societyunder Contributors to Society –– the key elements ofthe key elements of
citizenship, cultural understanding, media awareness and citizenship, cultural understanding, media awareness and 
ethical awareness;ethical awareness;
under Contributors to the Economy and the under Contributors to the Economy and the 
EnvironmentEnvironment –– the key elementsthe key elements employability and employability and 
education for sustainable development.education for sustainable development.

The Northern Ireland CurriculumThe Northern Ireland Curriculum

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The NI Curriculum has been recently revised and became statutory in September 2007

The curriculum supports the Shared Future policy and the framework for the Northern Ireland Curriculum is set out under the following three MAIN objectives:

Each objective is then broken down into a number of ‘Key Elements’, which are the basis of all learning areas (subjects). These include: 

As you can see citizenship and esd are key elements, that ALL learning areas teach the curriculum objectives through. �



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
In the Primary Curriculum GC and ESD are mainly taught through Personal Development and Mutual Understanding and the World Around Us Areas of Learning.�



Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
In the Secondary Curriculum, whilst ALL learning areas teach the objectives through the key elements, there are also discrete subjects at the core of the curriculum; where the curriculum objectives are FOR ‘Learning for Life and Work’.  So whilst all subjects teach through all key elements related to LLW, LLW contains explicit discrete subjects.�



Local and Global CitizenshipLocal and Global Citizenship

Personal Development (PSHE and Personal Development (PSHE and 
HE)HE)

EmployabilityEmployability

Learning for Life and WorkLearning for Life and Work

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
These are  the three strands to Learning for Life and Work which are: Local and Global Citizenship, PD and Employability. NOTE employability and NOT ESD.

These ‘subjects’ are taught explicitly within most schools, usually at least four single periods per week.

Note that ‘Employability’ does NOT include ESD. Training for the revised curriculum started with four teachers from each school receiving five days of training for Local and Global Citizenship. Then other teachers received two days of training for PD and others received five days for Employability. Employability teachers are usually groups of careers or business teachers. ESD is not included in the statutory discrete teaching timetable. (No teachers trained in ESD).�



Is a key element in the NI Is a key element in the NI 
CurriculumCurriculum
20% of NI schools are involved in 20% of NI schools are involved in 
EcoschoolsEcoschools programmeprogramme
Guidance for Good Practice in ESD Guidance for Good Practice in ESD 
2005 by ELB 2005 by ELB interboardinterboard groupgroup
ESD in NI: policy guide for ESD in ESD in NI: policy guide for ESD in 
the NI Curriculum by EEF and CGE.the NI Curriculum by EEF and CGE.

Education for Sustainable Education for Sustainable 
DevelopmentDevelopment

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
20% of NI schools involved in Ecoschools: third highest in the world!

However there is no formal training specifically for ESD in Northern Ireland for teachers. Local and Global Citizenship training does not include ESD, as you have seen ESD is with employability as a key element, not with citizenship. 

Hopefully the lobbying will prove successful and use of ESD support documents such as the Guidance from 2005 will be actually realised by policy implementation.�



© PMB 2007

Personal understanding

Mutual understanding

Personal health

Moral character

Spiritual awareness

Citizenship

Cultural understanding

Media awareness

Ethical awareness

Employability

Economic awareness

Education for sustainable 
development

Key Elements

To develop the young 
person as an individual

To develop the young 
person as a contributor 

to society

To develop the young 
person as a contributor 

to the economy & 
environment

Curriculum Objectives

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Going back to the objectives and key elements, we can see here how the objectives and the key elements of the curriculum are reminiscent of the global dimension aims and concepts. �



Values and PerceptionsValues and Perceptions
DiversityDiversity
Social JusticeSocial Justice
Conflict ResolutionConflict Resolution
Human Rights Human Rights 
Sustainable DevelopmentSustainable Development
Global CitizenshipGlobal Citizenship
InterdependenceInterdependence

GLOBAL DIMENSION CONCEPTSGLOBAL DIMENSION CONCEPTS

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Global Dimension in Schools is based on eight main concepts: Values and Perceptions: help young people develop multiple perspectives, including the power of the media, and allow them to challenge any assumptions and stereotypes.

Diversity includes enabling students to (more than just tolerate) but understand and respect diversity in our societies.

Social Justice: allows students to understand the impact of unequal power, challenge prejudice and injustice and how they affect past and present politics. 

Conflict Resolution: enable students to develop skills of communication and negotiation

Human Rights: understand and value our common humanity with all people all over the world.

Sustainable Development: allows students to understand to respect the environment, that the earth’s resources are finite and see the interconnections between environmental and economic spheres.

Global Citizenship: helps students to appreciate the global context of local and national issues.

Interdependence: People, places, economies and environments are interrelated; choices and events that occur here have repercussions on a global scale.

These Global Dimension Concepts, like the aims, may sound very familiar. There is much similarity between them and the key elements of the Northern Ireland Curriculum. �



Global dimension Global dimension 
conceptsconcepts

Personal understandingPersonal understanding
Mutual understandingMutual understanding
Personal healthPersonal health
Moral characterMoral character
Spiritual AwarenessSpiritual Awareness
CitizenshipCitizenship
Cultural UnderstandingCultural Understanding
Media AwarenessMedia Awareness
Ethical AwarenessEthical Awareness
EmployabilityEmployability
Economic AwarenessEconomic Awareness
Education for Sustainable Education for Sustainable 
DevelopmentDevelopment

Values and Values and 
PerceptionsPerceptions
DiversityDiversity
Social JusticeSocial Justice
Conflict ResolutionConflict Resolution
Human Rights Human Rights 
Sustainable Sustainable 
DevelopmentDevelopment
Global CitizenshipGlobal Citizenship
InterdependenceInterdependence

NI Curriculum NI Curriculum 
Key elementsKey elements

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
In fact if we list them together- there are so many links, it could go on forever!!

All of the lines represent SUPPORT that the Global Dimension can provide teachers with in the delivery of the curriculum.�



Thinking Skills Thinking Skills 
and Personal and Personal 
Capabilities Capabilities 
Managing Managing 
informationinformation
Working with Working with 
othersothers
Thinking, Thinking, 
Problem solving, Problem solving, 
Decision makingDecision making
Self Self 
ManagementManagement
Being CreativeBeing Creative

• Critical Thinking

•Co-operation and 
negotiation

•Making informed choices 
and recognising 
consequences of choices

•Developing an enquiring 
mind

•Sense of Identity and 
self esteem

•Ability to argue 
effectively

Global Dimension 
Skills and 
attitudes

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
This slide shows how the five Thinking Skills and personal capabilities from the NI Curriculum are linked to the global dimension’s skills and attitudes which development educators have been using for decades. This helps student teachers make the links before they begin their careers, so that global dimension including GC and ESD are ways in which to SUPPORT them teach the curriculum through the key elements and infusing the thinking skills, whatever their subject.�



University of Ulster University of Ulster ColeraineColeraine

Post Primary Student teachers: All subject Post Primary Student teachers: All subject 
specialismsspecialisms can opt for Local and Global can opt for Local and Global 
Citizenship as a subsidiary  subject = 30 Citizenship as a subsidiary  subject = 30 
hours.hours.
All Post Primary Student teachers attend All Post Primary Student teachers attend 
Local and Global Citizenship day.Local and Global Citizenship day.
All Primary Student teachers do Global All Primary Student teachers do Global 
Citizenship/ESD through Citizenship/ESD through ‘‘The World The World 
Around UsAround Us’’
ESD delivered through Local and Global ESD delivered through Local and Global 
CitizenshipCitizenship

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Looking quickly at the different ITE centres in Northern Ireland.�



QueenQueen’’s University Belfasts University Belfast
POST PRIMARY PGCE only.POST PRIMARY PGCE only.
Students only in university for tuition for Students only in university for tuition for 
10 weeks.10 weeks.
Social Science and Religious Education Social Science and Religious Education 
student teachers complete a Local and student teachers complete a Local and 
Global Citizenship subsidiary course. Global Citizenship subsidiary course. 
90% of remaining students opt for a 90% of remaining students opt for a 
twilight course twilight course ‘‘citizenship awarenesscitizenship awareness’’..
All students take part in All students take part in ‘‘ESDESD’’ day, which day, which 
from next year will be ESD/GC day.from next year will be ESD/GC day.

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
.QUBcurrentlyrecruitsstudentsforthefollowingsubjectareas:English,Mathematics,ICT/Computing,Science,ModernLanguages,ReligiousEducationandSocialScience/Citizenship.UUpreparesstudentstoteachinthefollowingareas:ArtandDesign,EnglishwithDramaandMediaStudies,Geography,History,HomeEconomics,Music,PhysicalEducationandTechnologyandDesign.

�



Stranmillis University College Stranmillis University College 
(QUB)(QUB)

Multicultural Education is covered in year Multicultural Education is covered in year 
3 Education Studies and an option on 3 Education Studies and an option on 
Local and Global Citizenship is offered in Local and Global Citizenship is offered in 
year 4. year 4. 
English as an Additional Language is an English as an Additional Language is an 
optional course in year 3 of the B.ED and optional course in year 3 of the B.ED and 
there is an EAL course at M Level for there is an EAL course at M Level for 
teachers. teachers. 
Throughout all 4 years of the B.ED there is Throughout all 4 years of the B.ED there is 
an Education for Mutual Understanding an Education for Mutual Understanding 
programme jointly with St. Maryprogramme jointly with St. Mary’’s College. s College. 



The Global Dimension in Initial Teacher Education 

The St. Mary’s 
Experience

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Just to provide one particular case study: St Mary’s University College in Belfast have been running a Global Dimension programme since 2005. the co-ordinator Stella Murray provided me with these slides to give you a brief outline of the work that the programme has achieved. �



The Global Dimension in Initial Teacher Education 

The global dimension supports the revised 
Northern Ireland Curriculum’s objectives, 
especially those elements of local and global 
citizenship and esd

College recognised need to prepare teachers

With support from Department for International 
Development, Project set up in 2005

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
St. Mary’s University College has always had an interest in global issues and the College ethos easily facilitated an affinity to the concepts underlying the global dimension. 

From the outset Senior Management recognised the contribution such a Project could make not only to meet the needs of the revised NI Curriculum and prepare student teachers as educators for today’s globalised society. 

The Project was developed with financial assistance from the DFID Development Awareness Fund and started in 2005. �



The Global Dimension in Initial Teacher Education 

•Development of Postgraduate and 
undergraduate courses

•Resource Library

•On-line course to support certification 

•Local and global links

•Whole College Approach

•Research

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The Project included the 

Development of Postgraduate courses in the form of a new Masters Option on Local and Global Issues in Education Undergraduate course development included dedicated courses within Professional Studies, History and Geography as well as integration of the global dimension across all subjects

The Resource Library provided a focus for the Project offering a space for staff and students to work, seek advice and access resources in a wide variety of formats on many issues. 

On-line course to support certification Students wishing to gain accreditation in the global dimension were able to complete a portfolio of evidence over the course of their degree which reflected their knowledge, skills and ability of incorporating a global dimension into their teaching. Support materials were collected as an on line course to help students wishing to complete this certificate. 





�



The Global Dimension in Initial Teacher Education 

Student conferences  were held annually for 
each year group and were facilitated by a wide 
range of local and international NGOs

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
BEd1 Global Imbalance in Today's World included the Global Breakfast which gave the students an insight into global injustice involving unequal food distribution 

BEd2 students considered education for Sustainable development in an interdependent world with contributions from both environmental and development NGOs

BED3 looked at Human Rights education and its implications for classroom practice 

BEd4 and PGCE students explored the opportunities and challenges of teaching in ethnically diverse classroom in today’s Northern Ireland with experienced facilitators from the black and ethnic minority sector. 

Conferences gave students the time and space to explore their own values and attitudes to these issues.

�



The Global Dimension in Initial Teacher Education 

Whole College Approach 

Supporting the work of existing groups within 
the College such as the Student’s Union, and  
the Human Rights and Fairtrade groups

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The Whole College Approach provided opportunities for all staff and students to take positive action for change. 

By supporting the work of existing groups within the College such as the Student’s Union, and  the College’s Human Rights and Fairtrade groups. Academic and support staff joined students in a number of campaigns and actions for justice. �



The Global Dimension in Initial Teacher Education 

International links provide useful insights into 
global issues for both staff and students

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Establishing links with educational partners in the developing world provides useful insights into global issues for both staff and students. Through the Project the College currently has links with a number of partners in Zambia, Kenya, India, Palestine and the US. �



The Global Dimension in Initial Teacher Education 

Research 

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Research was carried out into students knowledge, understanding and practice in relation to the global dimension in education and looked at the change in this over the course of the Project. This graph fro example shows the increase in student’s awareness of the work of a variety of NGOs. 

Other research was carried out into values and attitudes of children and young people in schools at different key stages in relation to the 8 global dimension concepts. �



The Global Dimension in Initial Teacher Education 

The St. Mary’s 
Experience

s.murray@stmarys-belfast.ac.uk

www.stmarys-belfast.ac.uk/academic/education/gde

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
After 3 years much has been learned and our experience is shared in a recently launched book of which there are some copies here. Hard copies are available from 

s.murray@stmarys-belfast.ac.uk or can be downloaded along with the research documents at 

www.stmarys-belfast.ac.uk/academic/education/gde



Dr. Gerard McCann Academic Manager for the Project is also present at this conference if you would like to speak to him in the break. �

mailto:s.murray@stmarys-belfast.ac.uk
http://www.stmarys-belfast.ac.uk/academic/education/gde


Global Dimension in Global Dimension in 
Schools Northern Schools Northern 

IrelandIreland

nora@globaldimensioninschools.orgnora@globaldimensioninschools.org

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
If you would like any copies of any of the documents discussed or any more details please contact me at this address. �
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