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BackgroundBackground

•• International (IPCC 2007), national and local International (IPCC 2007), national and local 
growing concern about global warminggrowing concern about global warming

•• 1987 1987 -- BrundtlandBrundtland ReportReport
•• 2003/2005 2003/2005 –– Ofsted/TDA Ofsted/TDA –– education in schoolseducation in schools
•• 2005 2005 –– UN Decade of Education for Sustainable UN Decade of Education for Sustainable 

DevelopmentDevelopment
•• 2005 2005 ––Sustainable Development Commission set Sustainable Development Commission set 

up by Government for advice on strategy up by Government for advice on strategy 
•• 2005 2005 –– HEFCE and the LSCHEFCE and the LSC

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
IPCC – human activity is very likely to be the main contributor



Our Common Future - Meeting the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs. 

UN Decade – suggests a focus on the Earth Charter as an appropriate ethical framework and educational tool



SDC - Sustainable development principles must lie at the core of the education system and focuses on values as well as knowledge and skills



Within the next 10 years, the higher education sector in this country will be recognised as a major contributor to society’s efforts to achieve sustainability – through the skills and knowledge that its graduates learn and put into practice, and through its own strategies and operations.  (HEFCE, 2005, p8)



LSC -  providers will embed SD skills in education and training programmes so that all learners are able to acquire these skills �



Local contextLocal context

•• Genesis Project at Somerset CollegeGenesis Project at Somerset College
•• Sustainability championsSustainability champions
•• CPD moduleCPD module
•• Cross college coCross college co--operative inquiryoperative inquiry
•• Schumacher CollegeSchumacher College
•• Trialling intro to ESD in Cert Ed/PGCETrialling intro to ESD in Cert Ed/PGCE
•• ESD outcome in new Cert Ed/PGCEESD outcome in new Cert Ed/PGCE
•• Recognising CPD need of Teacher Ed teamRecognising CPD need of Teacher Ed team
•• Bid for HelpBid for Help--Cetl/CSF FellowshipCetl/CSF Fellowship

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
Genesis – started out as a HNC assignment to provide a new resource for the construction industry – new ways of thinking and building using sustainable materials and renewable energy sources.  Jo Matthews instrumental in leading these developments which led to sustainability champions across the college, a CPD module for staff and a cross-college CI, and the Schumacher experience.



Understand and demonstrate how to apply theories, principles and models of Education for Sustainable Development within own professional practice. �



Aims of ResearchAims of Research

•• Use and evaluate influence of coUse and evaluate influence of co--operative operative 
inquiry approach to provide for CPD inquiry approach to provide for CPD 
requirements of my team;requirements of my team;

•• Share our developments with the UoP Share our developments with the UoP 
partnership;  partnership;  

•• Evaluate the influence on our curriculum;Evaluate the influence on our curriculum;
•• Evaluate the influence on our studentsEvaluate the influence on our students’’ 

development and teaching practice.development and teaching practice.



Methodology Methodology 
•• Action research:Action research:

…… action research is a participatory, democratic process concerneaction research is a participatory, democratic process concerned with d with 
developing practical knowing in the pursuit of worthwhile human developing practical knowing in the pursuit of worthwhile human 
purposes purposes …… to contribute through this practical knowledge to the to contribute through this practical knowledge to the 
increased wellincreased well--being being …… of human persons and communities, and to a of human persons and communities, and to a 
more equitable and sustainable relationship with the wider ecolomore equitable and sustainable relationship with the wider ecology of the gy of the 
planet of which we are an intrinsic part.planet of which we are an intrinsic part.
(Reason and Bradbury, 2001, p1(Reason and Bradbury, 2001, p1--2)2)

•• CoCo--operative inquiry:operative inquiry:

…… a way of working with other people who have similar concerns ana way of working with other people who have similar concerns and d 
interests to yourself, in order to: (1) understand your world, minterests to yourself, in order to: (1) understand your world, make sense ake sense 
of your life and develop new and creative ways of looking at thiof your life and develop new and creative ways of looking at things; and ngs; and 
(2) learn how to act to change things you may want to change and(2) learn how to act to change things you may want to change and find find 
out how to do things better.  (Heron and Reason, 2001, p144)out how to do things better.  (Heron and Reason, 2001, p144)

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The difference between this participatory approach and other research approaches is the focus on encouraging a democratic process in which participants are co-subjects in the experience phases and co-researchers in the reflection phases, consistent with the principles of sustainability. �



MethodsMethods

•• Initial questionnaires to staff and studentsInitial questionnaires to staff and students
•• Regular meetings, setting objectives, taking Regular meetings, setting objectives, taking 

action, sharing reflections on actionaction, sharing reflections on action
•• Courses at Schumacher CollegeCourses at Schumacher College
•• Course on Gandhi and Globalisation, Course on Gandhi and Globalisation, BijaBija 

VidyapeethVidyapeeth, , DehradunDehradun, India, India
•• Evidence of students meeting the ESD outcomeEvidence of students meeting the ESD outcome
•• Questionnaires to studentsQuestionnaires to students
•• Reflections on CI process Reflections on CI process 



Results so far Results so far ……

•• Module 1 Module 1 –– sustainable resources, sustainable sustainable resources, sustainable 
communities of practicecommunities of practice

•• Module 2 Module 2 –– sustainable assessment sustainable assessment 
•• Module 4 Module 4 –– students to develop plans and students to develop plans and 

resources to introduce sustainability in own resources to introduce sustainability in own 
practicepractice

•• Module 5 Module 5 –– exploring curriculum ideologies and exploring curriculum ideologies and 
changes required to integrate sustainability changes required to integrate sustainability 



Work in progress Work in progress ……

•• Module 3 Module 3 –– introducing nonintroducing non--violent violent 
communication in relation to classroom communication in relation to classroom 
managementmanagement

•• Module 6 Module 6 –– further development of NVC, further development of NVC, 
evaluating provision in relation to sustainabilityevaluating provision in relation to sustainability

•• Evaluation of effects of coEvaluation of effects of co--operative inquiry on operative inquiry on 
teamteam’’s and curriculum developments and curriculum development

•• Evaluation of effects of this on our studentsEvaluation of effects of this on our students’’ 
developmentdevelopment

Presenter�
Presentation Notes�
The members of the CI mention the benefits of this research approach in our development as a sustainable community of practice.  Although there have been constraints in terms of time and some ill-health which has meant that not all members have been able to develop their practice as much as others, there is now a developing bank of lesson plans and resources which will support us all in embedding ESD in our curriculum. 



We have also recognised the importance of role-modelling sustainable teaching practice and the need to continually reflect on and develop our practice with regard to ESD.  Although we have made important steps, we recognise that we have much to learn and hope to continue developing ESD within our practice, as well as share our experience and resources across the UoP partnership in order for us to be able to develop a community of practice in which we can all support each other in the joint development of our curriculum. 



Jewellery making – Up until now students have gone on to the internet, clicked a few buttons and ordered their silver with no understanding of where it comes from.

She is now introducing students to where their resources come from, the waste involved in mining them, the conditions in which the miners work  and this is encouraging them to value their resources – students are now considering reusing, recycling and searching for renewable resources 

Animal behaviour – session on environmentally friendly products and actions as well as integrating this throughout the programme



go on to the internet, click a few buttons and order their silver with no understanding of where it comes from.

�



What next What next ……??
CSF Fellowship to enable:CSF Fellowship to enable:

•• Further evaluation and Further evaluation and 
development of curriculum to development of curriculum to 
embed within programmeembed within programme

•• Staff development sessions for Staff development sessions for 
UoP and partner colleges to UoP and partner colleges to 
support integration across support integration across 
partnershippartnership

•• Writing paper as follow up to Writing paper as follow up to 
paper on Sustainability and paper on Sustainability and 
Teacher Education Teacher Education 
(Martin, Summers, (Martin, Summers, SjerpsSjerps--Jones, 2007, Jones, 2007, 
Journal of Further and Higher Education)Journal of Further and Higher Education)
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