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The Making Connections Conference drew together a group of Initial Teacher Education (ITE) practitioners working to make Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development an integral part of the training experience of all student teachers in Scotland’s Universities. The conference was organised by The International Development Education Association of Scotland (IDEAS) as part of the 3 year ‘Taking a Global Approach to ITE’ initiative. All seven Scottish teacher education institutions were represented; Aberdeen, Dundee, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Stirling, Strathclyde and West of Scotland, as were the Scottish Government, the General Teaching Council for Scotland and Learning and Teaching Scotland. Over the course of the day, there was a strong sense of a burgeoning working network of practitioners with a clear shared purpose. By the end of the day, a clearer focus and direction for the network was apparent as was the practical support that was needed from IDEAS in its coordinating role.
The day began with a rallying introduction from Professor Brian Boyd, the Chair of IDEAS.  He stressed the need to put professional development for teachers at the heart of the Curriculum for Excellence in order to bring about the necessary changes in approach.
John Gunstone, Scottish Government, Teacher’s Division, outlined the Government’s targets under the ‘Scotland Performs’ agenda, and their links to Education for Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development under the ‘Smarter’ and ‘Greener’ strategic objectives. He made it clear that there is a strong commitment to ensuring the young people of Scotland are equipped with a ‘world view’, referencing the Minister for Schools and Skills, Maureen Watt’s contribution to the International Education Debate on 24th April 2008, and commended the project’s contribution to this agenda.

Rosa Murray, General Teaching Council for Scotland, reported GTCS’ consideration of the future needs of children who are ‘growing up in a more varied set of local, national and international contexts than previous generations’. The Curriculum for Excellence aims to prepare them for this future but Rosa pointed out that if we are to have young people who are successful learners, confident individuals, responsible citizens and effective contributors, their teachers must also demonstrate these qualities. The requirements of the ITE Standard mean that the active approach to teaching skills, values and attitudes offered by Education for Global Citizenship & Sustainable Development is vital.

Judith Robertson, OXFAM Scotland, outlined the growing, not diminishing extent of global poverty, stressing that it is a man-made problem. The estimated £3billion it would take to lift everyone in the world out of poverty is the equivalent of only a third of global arms spending. She argued that it is also the attitudes and beliefs that people have about those living in poverty – a mixture of blame and pity – that must be tackled. There is a need to focus on the development of critical thinking and, crucially, the fostering of the belief in children and young people that they can make a difference through their own actions. Rather than transferring a set of values to young people their capacity to engage with the issues in all their complexity should be developed.

[image: image2.emf][image: image3.emf]
The discussions arising from these talks ranged widely; the need to build teacher confidence in tackling global citizenship and sustainable development, the need for student teachers to reflect on their own values, how to teach values effectively without indoctrination, how to build the capacity for critical thinking and how to move from understanding to action.
The ‘Taking a Global Approach to ITE’ Initiative

Lynn Baxendale, the Steering Group Chair, and Ian Barr, the Evaluator then gave an update on the progress of the IDEAS Initiative. With Dr. Tanya Wisely, the new project coordinator in place, and lessons learned from the early stages of the initiative, objectives have been clarified and the focus narrowed to ensure the project achieves sustainable change. The initial stages of a baseline survey have been carried out and seventeen research proposals tabled by members of the network. The availability of a small research budget was announced and the possibility of an EU-funded extension to the project in partnership with Lithuania and Bulgaria flagged up. In the afternoon session, two workshops offered the space to discuss the following themes:
Discussion: Professional Development Needs

The following needs were identified:

· An open networking site to allow people to share ideas and build working relationships is required. This could function as a repository for information about best practice in Scotland and elsewhere, information about existing research and gaps in that research, about Education for Global Citizenship and Sustainable Development (EfGCSD) Resources and possibly as a Virtual Learning Environment for the delivery of CPD. 
· Over the course of the morning, however, people had also felt the value of meeting face-to-face away from their institutions. Further opportunities like this would clearly offer valuable opportunities for reflective collaborative planning. 
· Discussions also focused on improving the accessibility of global citizenship and sustainable development resources.
Discussion: Emerging reflective practice and research themes

Participants grouped themselves around three main themes; the ideology and motivation behind EfGCSD , EfGCSD and the current delivery of ITE and the congruence of the aims of EfGCSD with wider educational priorities.
Clarification of the current research proposals and the development of opportunities for collaborative research was one of the main themes of the final plenary session. With the growing sense of functioning as a group, the suggestion of a lobbying role for the Network in conjunction with the Development Agencies was also made by a number of people.
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TAKING A GLOBAL APPROACH TO ITE








For Global Citizenship





The Way Ahead





Following on from this productive and enjoyable day, the three most immediate action points that will be taken forward are:





The setting up of an on-line networking site





The organization of a further day conference focused on the development of the research related to the project





The communication of a clear timeline for the progression of the ITE Initiative








If you would like to know more, please contact:


Dr. Tanya Wisely, Tel. 07817 657 741


�HYPERLINK "mailto:Tanya@ideas-forum.org.uk"�Tanya @ideas-forum.org.uk�,





For Global Citizenship





To foster an active and growing network of teacher educators, engaged with global issues, who are developing and promoting teaching and learning approaches for Global Citizenship/Sustainable Development 





 To contribute to the body of research, from individual and/or collaborative practice, that evidences the benefits for teachers and learners of pedagogical approaches that reflect the values relating to Global Citizenship/Sustainable Development





 To increase access to quality development education resources throughout all ITE courses











